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Introduction 
 
The purpose of this report is to address the balance of various recreational activities 
on North Lake. In July 2018 the North Lake Management District conducted a survey 
of its members asking if artificial wave enhancing devices should be banned on North 
Lake and whether no wake times should be expanded. The survey generated a huge 
response and an number of comments. Because the results were controversial, the 
North Lake Management District formed a Lake Usage Committee to study the issues 
and provide recommendations. 
 
The committee consists of 11 members representing a cross section of recreational 
activities. The members are: John Syburg – Chair, Steve Brink, Dave Kern, Tom Kyle, 
Scott Jankowski, Patti Mirsberger, John Schneider, Tim Tyre and Bob Warner.  
 
After much discussion, the Committee defined the issues to be the effect of noise, 
waves and proximity on the usage, safety and integrity of North Lake. We identified 
the general types of recreational activity currently taking place on the lake, 
summarized current ordinances and enforcement agencies that govern North Lake, 
researched wave physics and the effect of wave propagation, gathered information 
on the regulation and safe boating activities at other lakes, and finally developed 
recommendations for consideration by the North Lake Management District and its 
constituents. 
 
We sincerely hope this report helps promote informed discussion of the issues and 
leads to appropriate actions to the betterment of North Lake. 
 
This report summarizes the principle findings and recommendations of the Lake 
Usage Committee. It is intended to be used for purposes of informed decision-making 
regarding lake use activities for all boaters and lake users. The content of the report 
follows the Committee’s selected domains for consideration. These domains include: 
 

 Summary of the principle kinds of boating activity on North Lake 
 Summary of current scheduled boating activity on North Lake 
 Description of the North Lake topographic features (size, perimeter) 
 Summary of wave physics and the effect of wave propagation 
 Watercraft operator/Watersport participant considerations 
 Summary of current boating regulations and ordinances on North Lake 
 Summary of enforcement resources regarding boating regulations on North 

Lake 
 Summary of the Lake Usage Committee final recommendations to the NLMD 

 
Boating Activities on North Lake 
 



P a g e  | 2 
 

There are seven categories of boating activity on North Lake. These categories include 
sailing, water skiing, pontoon boat cruising, wakeboard boating, kayaking/canoeing, 
fishing, and paddleboard activity. In addition many residents swim and wade on 
North Lake. The sailing activities on the lake are largely conducted and organized by 
the North Lake Yacht Club (NLYC) and the North Lake Sailing School. Weekend 
competitive scow racing and both adult and child sailing schools are offered on North 
Lake through the NLYC each season. 
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The table below highlights the various activities on North Lake: 
 

 
 
Scheduled Boating Activity on North Lake 
 
Organized sailboat racing has been a tradition on North Lake since the early 1950’s. 
The North Lake Yacht Club provides scheduling support by annual publication of a 
sailing race schedule and arranges for judges who monitor the rules of racing during 
these events. The North Lake Yacht Club sponsors several fleets of racing scows 
including “C” scows, “MC” scows, “X” boats and “Lasers”. The races begin in early June 
and continue throughout the summer until early September. Scheduled racing occurs 
on Saturday mornings, Sunday mornings and Wednesday late afternoons. There are 
also several regattas offered during the sailing season which allow sailboats and yacht 
clubs from the Inland Lakes Yachting Association (ILYA) to compete on North Lake. 
These events are organized and supervised by the North Lake Yacht Club. Permits are 
obtained and renewed for these activities by the North Lake Yacht Club. Other forms 
of boating occur during the scheduled race activities. The majority of the sailboat 
races occur on the larger basin of the connected lakes of North Lake i.e., the “Big” lake. 
The North Lake Sailing School also offers scheduled training for both adults and 
children. The Sailing School operates during the summer months and uses both lakes 
for training in sailboats of the “X” class and “Prams”. 

Boating/Powered Vessels Non-Powered Vessels
Water Skiing Sailing (competitive & recreational)
Barefooting Windsurfing
Wake Boarding Paddleboarding
Wake Surfing Kayaking
Tubing Canoeing
Air Chair Rowing
Pontooning Paddle Boating
Jet Skis/Waverunners
Jet Surfing
Fishing Boats

Leisure-Summer Leisure-Winter
Swimming Snow Shoe
Scuba/Snorkel X-Country Skiing
Ponder/Gaze/Calming/Wildlife Ice Fishing

Ice Boating
Ice Skating
Ice Hockey
Walk
4-Wheeling
Snowmobiling

NORTH LAKE ACTIVITIES AND USAGE
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Description of North Lake 
 
North Lake is a 437-acre fresh water lake located in the northwest portion of 
Waukesha County. The lake is divided by a natural “reef” which runs approximately 
¼ mile in a northeast-southwest direction. The larger basin “Big” lake portion is 
approximately 332 acres while the “Little” lake is approximately 105 acres. Each lake 
section has a visible, shallow water shelf which forms a perimeter and extends from 
25-150 feet into the lake where the bottom drops off to depths of 25 to 78 feet. The 
bottom of North Lake is a “marl” surface made up of lime-rich mud (clays and silt). 
North Lake is fed by two rivers, a creek and natural springs.  The rivers (marked in 
blue) and reefs/sand bars (marked in yellow) are designated on the photo below. The 
rivers include: 1) Oconomowoc River, 2) Little Oconomowoc River, 3) Mason Creek, 
and 4) drainage from Pine Lake to Mud/Cornell Lake and into North Lake. 
 

 

A=Oconomowoc River Inlet 
B=Mason Creek Inlet 
C=Inlet from Cornell Lake 
D=Oconomowoc River Outlet 
 
1= Adams Bar 
2=South Bar 
3=Clearwater Bar 
4= Horseshoe Bar 
5=Jobe Bar 
6=East Shore Bar 
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“Big” lake: 
 
Width (A):  2,559 ft. 
Width (B):   2,495 ft. 
Width (C):  1,576 ft. 
Length:  6,045 ft.  
(dimensions are +-20 feet) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A 

A 

B 

C 
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“Little” lake: 
 
Width A:   1,200 ft. 
Width B:  2,045 ft. 
Length:  3,229 ft.  
(dimensions are +-20 feet) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A

B 
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Powered Boat Wave Physics 
 
A portion of the Committee’s work has focused on the physics associated with wave 
propagation and the consequent effect of those waves. Accordingly, a brief 
presentation of the three primary energy sources that produce waves in both small 
and large bodies of water is provided. These energy sources include surface wind, 
gravitational pull and displacement effects. We will focus on displacement effects 
produced by powered vessels operating on North Lake. 

A displacement “wave” is a disturbance in water in the form of a moving ridge or 
“swell”. A water wave has several components that allow for measurements of 
strength, speed and frequency. These measurements are the primary sources of 
scientific study of wave action.  

Sources of Wave Displacement Waves 

Powered vessels produce waves from either the bow or the stern of the boat. 
Generally, the plow wave (stern) has a higher propagation energy (travels further and 
is higher). As the stern of the boat displaces more energy the height of the waves 
which are produced increase. Wave enhancing devices are specifically designed to 
produce higher wave heights to allow the “surfing” to occur. 
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Types of Waves 
 
The effect of the lake bottom has an influence on both speed and height of waves as 
they move outward from the boat that produced them. When the wave energy “feels” 
the bottom of the lake (as the bottom shallows), the energy is forced upwards 
producing more wave height and then a break in the wave. This is what we see at the 
shoreline from large waves created further out in the lake. 
 

 
 
So, the big question becomes how far (how much distance) does the big wave have to 
travel until it resolves? It depends. Independent wake studies (Appendix C) generally 
indicate that wake boats can produce a wave size (crest to trough) of up to 26” to 28” 
close to the boat track.  While much of the wave dissipates quickly, it takes 100’ to 
300’ (depending upon lake depth) for the wave to reduce to ½ of its original size.  The 
studies also produce a useful comparison.  A traditional ski boat running at 22-24 
mph 100’ from a measuring probe (or shore) produces a similar wave to a wake surf 
boat running at 10 – 12 mph 250’ to 300’ from a measuring probe (or shore). If the 
lake has an extended shallow shelf along the shoreline, the bottom “pushes” the wave 
back up and the wave heights increase so much they crest and fall on top of 
themselves. Many portions of the North Lake shoreline have this characteristic, i.e., 
an extended shallow water shelf.  
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Wave physics data and graphics courtesy of both the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), the University of Tasmania (Australian 
Maritime College) HB4099 Motorboat Working Group and the United States Naval 
Academy Hydromechanics Laboratory (NAHL). Of interest, the Australian Maritime 
College has conducted over 220 replicated studies on wave action dynamics. 
 
Several members of the Committee also attended and drew information from the 
meeting with Department of Natural Resources and the Clean Water Association held 
at the Seven Seas Restaurant last fall… Mark Riedel, Project Manager for the DNR who 
covers the Milwaukee basin and has 25 years of lake study experience, gave a 
presentation about waves and their effects on shoreline erosion.  Extensive testing 
was conducted with sensitive, sophisticated technological equipment.  Conclusions:  
Waves produced by motorboats are highly variable and relatively infrequent.  Traffic 
patterns are vital.  Most shoreline damage is a result of natural occurrences:  wind 
and weather. Mike Engelson with Wisconsin Lakes Organization spoke about 
wakeboats and the wave concerns being a statewide issue.  Conclusion:   The key is to 
define the issue.  Potential solutions are Education and Regulation.  A 
recommendation was made for the boating industry to develop outreach tools, 
advocate for better enforcement of existing rules, and monitor the impact of local 
efforts. 
 
 
Watercraft Operator/Watersport Participant Considerations 
 
      Powered boating equipment is a major focus of the Committee’s analysis and 
recommendations.  However, it is clear that the actions of watercraft operators and 
other watersport participants can play a major role in ensuring the overall safety, 
water quality, and enjoyment of North Lake.   
      The following factors related to the operation of power boats can have a direct 
impact on the height and intensity of wave generation, and can give rise to other 
safety concerns: 

- Watercraft speed 
- Sharpness of watercraft turns 
- Repetitive passes along shorelines 
- Side of wake where wakeboarding occurs, in relation to shorelines 
- Proximity to piers, shorelines, other watercraft, and swimmers 
- Proximity to shallow swimming bars holding anchored watercraft 
- Failure to comply with counterclockwise traffic patterns while towing 
- Failure to comply with “no wake” restrictions, when applicable 

 
 

SAFETY 
      The actions and judgments of other watersport participants can also present 
significant safety concerns.  For example, swimmers, kayaks, wind surfers and 
paddle-boarders may stray an unsafe distance from shorelines or piers and may be 
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less visible while out on the lake, creating risks to themselves.  They can also be more 
susceptible to significant wake effects if they enter deeper, “high traffic” areas being 
used by powered vessels during busy times.  They may also cause powered vessels to 
suddenly veer or take more dangerous paths to avoid collisions. 
 
WATER QUALITY 
      Motorized watercraft may negatively affect water quality on North Lake.  Boats 
traveling at high speed over shallow bars and vegetated areas can disturb the marl 
bottom, cut or uproot vegetation, disturb spawning fish, and spread silt to other areas 
of the lake.  Such high-speed boating may contribute to the spread of invasive plant 
species by uprooting such plants, which can then re-root elsewhere after being cut.  
 
TRANQUILITY/ENJOYMENT 
      Finally, although not a factor related to wake impacts, noise generation is a 
significant concern on North Lake.  Sound travels much farther over water.  Loud 
onboard music systems and inappropriate lyrics can easily disturb others on the lake 
and on shore.  In addition, high noise levels can negatively affect the operator’s ability 
to be advised of hazards by fellow boaters or other watersport participants. 
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Current Boating Regulations for North Lake (2018) 
 

There are several local and state rules regarding safe boating applicable to 
North Lake. These include the following: 
 
RULES CONFORMING TO WI STATE LAW, TOWN OF MERTON, AND VILLAGE OF 
CHENEQUA 
 
SPEED RESTRICTIONS 
NIGHT LIMIT.  No person shall operate a boat at a speed in excess of slow-no-wake 
speed from one hour after sunset each day until one hour before sunrise of the next 
day. (C-M 4.7 6a) 
SPEED LIMIT – MAXIMUM.  No person shall operate a boat at a speed in excess of 35 
mph on North Lake at any time.  (C-M 4.7 6b) 
OPERATION IN CIRCUITOUS COURSE. No person shall operate or use a motor boat 
or personal watercraft repeatedly in a circuitous course with a diameter of less than 
200 feet at a speed in excess of slow-no-wake speed. (C-M 4.7 6c) 
IMPROPER SPEED OR DISTANCE is not maintaining a proper speed and/or distance 
while operating a vessel.   
 
Specifically, it is illegal to: 
Operate a vessel within 100 feet of the shoreline, any dock, raft, pier, or restricted 
area on any lake at greater than “slow, no wake speed”. (WI 30.66) 
 
Operate a motorboat, other than a PWC, at a speed in excess of “slow, no wake speed” 
within 100 feet of the shoreline of any lake. (WI 30.66) 
 
A Personal Water Craft (PWC) may not be operated at faster than “slow, no wake 
speed” within: (WI 30.66) 

 100 feet of any other vessel on any waterbody 
 200 feet of shore on any lake 
 100 feet of a dock, pier, raft, or restricted area on any lake 

 
Operate a vessel at greater than “slow, no wake speed” within 100 feet of a swimmer, 
unless the vessel is assisting the swimmer. (WI 30.66) 
 
WATER SKIING. 
HOURS.  No person shall waterski and no person shall operate a boat while towing a 
person on water skis, aquaplane, surfboard or any similar device at any time between 
sunset of any day and 9:00am of the following day.  (C-M 4.7 14a) 
All persons water skiing, aquaplaning, surfboarding or using any similar device shall 
wear a personal flotation device.  (C-M 4.7 14b) 
No persons shall water ski and no person shall operate a boat while towing a person 
on water skis, aquaplane, surfboard or any similar device on North Lake unless in a 
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counter-clockwise direction.  This restriction shall not apply to the operator of a boat 
attempting to pick up a skier who has fallen. (C-M 4.7 14c) 
No person shall tow another who is either barefoot or on water skis, aquaplane, 
kneeboard, or other similar device, nor shall any person tow another on tubes, 
torpedoes or other similar inflated appliances, unless such person is wearing a USCG 
approved flotation device or a wetsuit having flotation capabilities. (C-M 4.7 14d) 
When a vessel is towing a person on water skis, a surfboard, or other device, the 
operator must have another competent person on board to act as an observer OR the 
vessel must be equipped with a wide-angle rearview mirror. (W I 30.69) 
 
ALCOHOL AND DRUGS 
WI law prohibits anyone from operating a motorboat or manipulating water skis or 
similar devices while under the influence of alcohol or drugs. (WI 30.681) 
 
PROHIBITED OPERATION.  INTOXICATED PERSON NOT TO RIDE IN BOATS.  No 
person shall permit any person who is so intoxicated or under the influence of a 
controlled substance who would be unable to provide for his own safety, to be a 
passenger in a boat operated by him, except in a case of emergency.  (C-M 4.7 7) 
 
SAFE OPERATION REQUIRED.  No person shall operate, direct or handle a boat in 
such a manner as to unreasonably annoy, unnecessarily frighten or endanger the 
occupants of such person’s boat or other boats. (C-M 4.7 10) 
 
All vessels (including canoes, kayaks, and paddleboards) must have at least one USCG-
approved wearable personal flotation device (PFD) (life jacket) for each person on 
board.  Sailboarders and windsurfers are exempt from PFD but are encouraged to 
wear PFD. (WI 30.62) 
 
Negligent or Reckless Operation of a vessel or the reckless manipulation of water 
skis, a surfboard, or a similar device is operating in a manner that causes danger to 
the life, limb, or property of any person.  Examples of negligent or reckless operation 
are: 

 Jumping the wake of any vessel that is towing a person on water skis, 
innertube, wakeboard, or other similar device.  

 Operating a vessel in a manner that creates hazardous wave or wake 
conditions while approaching or passing another vessel.  

 Chasing, harassing, or disturbing wildlife with your vessel.  (WI 30.68) 
 
LITTERING AND POLLUTING PROHIBITED.  No persons shall deposit, place or 
throw from any boat, raft, pier, platform or similar structure or from the shore, any 
cans, paper, bottles, debris, refuse, garbage, solid or liquid waste, into the water. (C-
M 4.7 12) 
 
LOUD AND UNNECESSARY NOISE PROHIBITED: (C-M 8.23 amended 
12/12/2016)  
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 GENERAL PROHIBITIONS.  No person shall make or cause to be made any loud, 
disturbing or unnecessary sounds or noises, including but not limited to the 
use of generators, air conditioning units, and/or heat pumps that generate 
noise greater than 70 decibels, such as may tend to annoy or disturb another 
in or about any public street, alley or park or any private residence. 

 AMPLIFIED MUSIC PROHIBITIONS.  No person shall operate any sound system 
outdoors, cause amplified music or other sound including music from live 
performance(s) to be projected outdoors, to cause amplified sound to be 
projected outside any building, or cause amplified sound to be projected from 
any vehicle in the Village during the hours between midnight and 10:00am. 

 OPERATION OF MOTOR BOATS.  No person shall operate a motorboat 
powered by an engine on the waters of this state in such a manner as to exceed 
a noise level of 86 measured on an “A” weighted decibel scale.   

*(WI):  Wisconsin Statutes – Chapter 30 – Navigable Waters, Harbors, and Navigation, 
updated 2017 
*(C-M):  Chenequa-Merton Ordinance 4.07 Boating – North Lake adopted 4-9-2018: 
The Town Board of the Town of Merton, and the Village Board, each being a 
municipality as defined in Chapter 30 of WI Statutes, and each having jurisdiction of 
a portion of North Lake, located in Waukesha County, do ordain jointly and identically 
in conformity with sections 30.77 and 30.81 of the WI Statues as stated above. 
 
Please see Appendix A for fines associated with violating the ordinances above, 
and a comparison of ordinances on other lakes in our area. 

Safe Boating Enforcement Agencies on North Lake 

There are three law enforcement agencies who may exercise arrest powers on North 
Lake. These agencies and jurisdictions include the Village of Chenequa Boat Patrol, 
The Town of Merton Boat Patrol and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR). Written citations and fines are levied to persons in violation of boating rules 
on North Lake.  
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Summary and Recommendations of the Lake Usage Committee (2018-19) 
 
The Lake Usage Committee wishes to thank the North Lake Management District for 
its vision and leadership in requesting a special study group to review the North Lake 
residents’ concerns for safe lake usage and access.  The committee has spent 
approximately 35 hours and held 9 meetings to address its various tasks and mission 
as requested by the North Lake Management District. The committee chair wishes to 
thank the individual members of the committee for their time, expertise and 
resources in the preparation of this report. The committee is hopeful that North Lake 
residents will find this document useful as they proceed to formulate policy for 
enhanced lake safety and protection of lake users, water and shorelines. 
 
 
 
1. The committee strongly recommends a self-regulating policy regarding safe and 

courteous boating practices on North Lake.  
More specifically,  

a. create a separate Recreation, Activities and Safety Committee (RASC) to 
identify, monitor and regularly communicate, educate and encourage safe 
and courteous lake activities.  

b. NLMD would establish RASC and appoint individuals representing the 
different recreational interests on North Lake. 

c. RASC would encourage continuing education to all Lake users regarding 
wave propagation and wave impacts upon other boaters, swimmers 
and Lake shoreline. 

d. Create a North Lake “Code of Conduct”. Follow the lead of The College of 
Natural Recourses (UW- Extension Lakes- Stevens Point) and the “Wake 
Responsibly” program that has been adopted on other national lakes and 
waterways. This would be designed to promote personal responsibility 
instead of creating additional rules and regulations that may come with 
unintended negative consequences.  
Code of Conduct examples:  

a. Wake sports operate in middle of lake (traffic lanes)  
b. Surf wake away from closest shore 
c. Take your turn 
d. Avoid sand bars  
e. Make straight runs. Avoid turns. 
f. Utilize “stop and drop” technique  
g. Avoid repetitive passes 
h. Keep music to reasonable level…only to be heard by those in the 

boat, and lyrics should not be offensive to others. 
i. When wake traffic is present, non-wake sports and craft (e.g. 

kayaks, canoes, paddleboards) operate outside of traffic lanes 
(within 250’ of shore)  
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j. A good example and behavior precedent is our respect for sailing 
events. There is no rule or regulation banning other sport boats 
when sailing events occur, just courteous boat operation. 

k. Boat owners should attend at a NASBLA approved class on boat 
safety, etiquette, guidelines, rules and regulations. 

 
2. The committee strongly recommends a two-year study season regarding the 

efficacy of implementing these recommendations for safe boating practices on 
North Lake as measured by an end of season report. NLMD would be responsible 
for commissioning this study. 
 

3. The Committee strongly recommends an independent, professional water quality 
lake study be commissioned to develop a comprehensive plan for the future. 

While some may consider a recommendation to commission a multi-
season professional lake study, its findings could influence future lake 
usage recommendations.  There may be more support for additional rules 
and regulations if we had specific scientific evidence to support our 
rationale. The study could be designed to help us understand: 

a. all wave activity (natural and man-made) across the lake over a full 
year. 

b. potential erosion or other shoreline change due to all wave activity 
and seasonal effects (ice, wind & boat). 

c. the effect of the river current through the different seasons and 
what change dredging the channel (or other areas) would have on 
the lake.  

d. Such a study was discussed with a DNR Project Manager and 
Research Professional at the University of Wisconsin. Applying for 
a lake management grant was suggested to help fund a 12-24 month 
study.  If we don’t have quality lake water, we don’t have a quality 
lake. 

 
4. The Committee strongly recommends newer guidelines regarding operational 

distances from other vessels, piers and shorelines. 
More specifically, increase slow no-wake distance from shore from 
100’ to 250’.  
 
NOTE: This is to be a trial for the summer of 2018 and the summer 
of 2019, after which time, based on the study recommended in #2 
above, NLMD would decide whether to make this a permanent 
change. 
See Appendix B 
Two wake studies (WSIA 2015 and University of 
Tasmania/Australian Maritime College 2018) can be referenced. 
While not specific to North Lake, it is reasonable to support this 
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change, as several boats used in the studies are similar to boats 
found on North Lake.  

 
5. The Committee strongly recommends guidelines requiring that all boats proceed 

at a speed of slow-no-wake when traveling over all sandbars, or between the 
South Bar and the west shore of the “Big” lake if any boat is moored on the South 
Bar.  

NOTE: This is to be a trial for the summer of 2018 and the summer of 
2019, after which time, based on the study recommended in #2 above, 
NLMD would decide whether to make this a permanent change. 

 
 

6. The Committee strongly recommends a “rest-period” with slow/no-wake.  
More specifically, from Memorial Day through Labor Day, slow-no-
wake on Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays after 6:00pm.  
 
NOTE: This is to be a trial for the summer of 2018 and the summer 
of 2019, after which time, based on the study recommended in #2 
above, NLMD would decide whether to make this a permanent 
change. 
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Appendix A  
 
 
 

Fines for violating boating ordinances on North Lake 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROVISION DESCRIPTION  FORFEITURE 
 PENALTY 

SURCHARGE 
 COURT 
COSTS 

 TOTAL BASE 
DEPOSIT REQUIRED 

30.51(1) operate boat without valid certificate of number 75.00$          19.50$           137.50$  232.00$                      

30.61(1)(a) operate motorboat between sunset and sunrise without required lighting 
equipment

75.00$          19.50$           137.50$  232.00$                      

30.61 (10) operate a PWC from sunset to sunrise 75.00$          19.50$           137.50$  232.00$                      

30.62(2)(b) operate motorboat exceeding 86 decibel noise limit 75.00$          19.50$           137.50$  232.00$                      

30.62(3)(b) failure to wear required PFD while on a PWC 20.00$          5.20$             137.50$  162.70$                      

30.65(1)(b) fail to yield right-of-way 75.00$          19.50$           137.50$  232.00$                      

30.66(2) operate at speed in excess of posted notice 75.00$          19.50$           137.50$  232.00$                      

30.66(3)(a) operate motorboat within 100 feet of dock, raft,pier, or buoyed 
restricted area at a speed in excess of slow-no-wake

75.00$          19.50$           137.50$  232.00$                      

30.66(3)(ar) operate a PWC greater than slow-no-wake within 200' of shore 75.00$          19.50$           137.50$  232.00$                      

30.68(2) operate boat in reckless or negligent manner crime: bail 200.00

30.68(4)(a) create hazardous wake or wash 75.00$          19.50$           137.50$  232.00$                      

30.68(6) allow riding on decks or gunwales 75.00$          19.50$           137.50$  232.00$                      

30.681(1)(a) operate motorboat while under the influence of intoxicant 250.00$        65.00$           137.50$  452.50$                      

30.681(1)(b)1. operate motorboat with an alcohol concentration of 0.08 or more 250.00$        65.00$           137.50$  452.50$                      

30.69(1)(a) operate motorboat towing water skier without required observer or 
mirror

75.00$          19.50$           137.50$  232.00$                      

30.69(1)(am) engage in water skiing or similar activity between sunset and sunrise 75.00$          19.50$           137.50$  232.00$                      

30.69(2) water skiing, careful and prudent operation 75.00$          19.50$           137.50$  232.00$                      

30.69(3)(a) water ski within 100 feet of restricted area 75.00$          19.50$           137.50$  232.00$                      

30.69(3)(c) operate personal watercraft within 100 feet of a person water skiing 75.00$          19.50$           137.50$  232.00$                      
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A comparison of ordinances on other lakes in our area 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LAKE NAME COUNTY ACRES
MAX DEPTH,
MEAN DEPTH

PUBLIC 
LAUNCH

ORDINANCE
DATE

SPEED LIMIT
SLOW-NO-WAKE 

HOURS
SLOW-NO-WAKE 

DISTANCE
SKIING/TOWING OTHER

BROWNS RACINE 397 44, 8 1 4/10/1997
50mph 10am-

sunset

BEULAH WALWORTH 812 58, 17 1 3/16/1998
reasonable & 

prudent
M-F sunset to 10am

Sat Sun Hol 6pm-10am
200' shore
100' pier

tow 1 skier 
weekends,

tow 2 weekdays

BEAVER WAUKESHA 313 46, 15 1 4/9/2018 35 mph
1 hr after sunset to 1 

hr before sunrise
within 100' of shoreline

no tow sunset to 
sunrise

KEESUS WAUKESHA 235 42, n/a 1 5/25/1976 sunset - 9am
no skiing, etc 6pm-
9am Sat Sun Hol

NAGAWICKA WAUKESHA 981 90, 36 1 12/18/1989 45 mph  
1/2 hr after sunset to 
1/2 hr before sunrise

150' while towing

NORTH WAUKESHA 440 78, n/a 1 4/9/2018 35 mph
1 hr after sunset to 1 

hr before sunrise
within 100' of shoreline 

(per WI statute)
no towing sunset 

to 9am

OCONOMOWOC WAUKESHA 818 60, 32 0 5/19/1997

within 150' of 
shoreline, person, raft, 
diving flag, seaplane, 
anchorage, canoe, 

rowboat, stationary 
motorboat or bridge

no towing sunset 
to sunrise

towing slow-no-
wake w/in 100' of 

pier

OKAUCHEE WAUKESHA 1210 90, n/a 2 5/18/1987
no towing sunset -

8am
noise level 82 for boats 

mfg after 1/1/82

PEWAUKEE WAUKESHA 2437 45, 15 3 4/7/2010

50 mph
40 mph noon-

sunset Sat, Sun, 
Labor Day, 

Mem Day, 4th

sunset - 1 hr after 
sunrise

200' driving & towing

PINE WAUKESHA 711 85, 39 1 5/1/2012

45 mph 1 hr 
before sunrise 
to 1 hr after 

sunset

1 hr after sunset to 1 
hr before sunrise

200' shoreline
100' swimmer, canoe, 

rowboat, sailboat, 
diving flag, raft

no towing sunset 
to sunrise 

exemption from speed 
restriction: boat 

commencing to tow a 
person on waterskis, 

aquaplane, surfboard or 
similar device



P a g e  | 20 

Appendix B 
 

Map showing proposed 250’ from shore offset, along with sandbar locations 
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Appendix C 
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