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Newsletter – Important Data 

 
Public Access Update 
 
At the NLMD Special Meeting on June 24, 2014, we said we would periodically update you on “Public 
Access on North Lake at the Hwy 83 Site (P.A.).”   We had a meeting with the DNR on June 26, 2014, 
which we tried to schedule before the NLMD Special Meeting, but due to scheduling conflicts were 
unable to accomplish.  The meeting on June 26, 2014 was the fifth (5th) and final meeting with the DNR 
on P.A. before filing the actual application.  The meeting was very constructive and the DNR gave us 
good guidance on issues related to wetlands, wetland restoration, winter access, water spring 
protection, storm water issues, etc.  We updated the application to reflect the DNR comments and the 
application was filed with the DNR on July 15, 2014 and formally accepted by the DNR on July 16, 2014.  
The application was also filed with the U. S.  Army Corp of Engineers (ACOE). 
 
The application is actually for five (5) permits-Riprap, Grate Bridge, Boat Ramp, Filling and  Stormwater 
Permits.  Two (2) of the permits (Waterway and Wetland) are “individual permits” and the other three 
(3) are “general permits.”  The primary difference between the two types of permits is that an 
“individual permit” requires public notice in a local newspaper and perhaps a public hearing. 
 
The DNR has 30 days to review a “general permit” and a minimum of 135 days (could be more) for an 
“individual permit.”  If the DNR requests additional data, then time stops until we get the requested 
data to them. 
 
On August 12, 2014 we received a letter from the DNR requesting approximately 19 items of additional 
information or expansion of information initially filed with our Public Access Application on July 15, 
2014.   We, our attorney and consultants have reviewed this letter and determined that the issues 
raised should not preclude the DNR from issuing a public access permit for the Highway 83 Site, 
however, we don’t know what else they may come up with. 
 
On August 20, 2014 we received a letter from the U. S. Army Corp of Engineers (ACOE) requesting 
additional information on four issues which are similar to the items the DNR requested.  The issues 
raised should not preclude the ACOE from issuing a public access permit for the Highway 83 Site. 
 
Each of the issues raised by the DNR and ACOE has been assigned to someone to obtain the requested 
data and the actual work on the project began Friday, August 15, 2014. 
 
We plan on filing the additional or expanded data with the DNR as soon as possible 
 
We will keep you informed as things progress. 
 



  

Aquatic Plant Skimmer/Harvester 
 
The Aquarius Skimmer/Harvester was purchased in 2013 as a tool to support the NLMD’s mission to 
improve water quality.  Over the years leading up to the purchase, residents of North Lake had 
witnessed an increasing problem with weed overgrowth particularly in the 2 bays on the north end of 
the lake.  Ever larger areas of these bays were becoming unusable by midsummer as the intense weed 
growth led to large areas of algae mats.  Navigation to docks was becoming increasingly difficult for a 
number of riparian owners and the North Lake Yacht Club. 
 
The Skimmer/Harvester works primarily by skimming dead plants and algae from the lake surface and 
cutting the top 6-12 inches of rooted plants.  Because only the top part of the plant is removed, the 
rest of the plant remains for habitat and sediment stabilization.  Harvesting plants removes nutrients 
from the water that are tied up in the plant biomass.  By removing the biomass over time we hope to 
reduce nutrients for weed growth.  Since the surface of the lake is no longer blocked by plant growth 
the water moves more freely, reducing stagnation and algae growth.  The Skimmer/Harvester can also 
be used to cut some deeper navigation lanes which enables riparian owners and users of the North 
Lake Yacht Club to better access these sites. 
 
This year, Skimmer/Harvester operations began July 1st.  The late start, which was dictated by a late 
treatment of Eurasian Milfoil due to the late plant growth, then the aquatic plants grew very rapidly 
and put us behind.  Hopefully we can begin next year’s 2015 operations by mid-June.  The skimmer has 
been focusing on those areas where the weed overgrowth was the worst. We have also responded to 
calls for spot harvesting to permit boat access.  We have done some limited dock weed pickup, mostly 
upon request, but are still experimenting with this service. 
 
We have learned from users of this type of equipment on other lakes that it often takes several years 
before the long term benefits of a harvesting program start to become visible.  We are optimistic that 
with persistence, we too, will see marked improvement in the water quality in North Lake. 
 
The bottom line is we are asking more of the Skimmer/Harvester than it can deliver.  It is a small 
machine that has a small plant capacity and cannot travel very fast.  We purchased a small machine 
because it is much more maneuverable than the other machines.  We needed equipment that was 
maneuverable so we could get to the aquatic plants around piers and shallow water such as Ice House 
and Schneider Bays. 
 
This is our first full year of operation of the Skimmer/Harvester and we will learn to be more efficient, 
but we must keep the limitations of the machine in mind. 
 
In addition, aquatic plant growth this year was abnormal.  Hopefully, it will go back to what we have 
experienced in the past. 
 
We wish to thank Dan and Mary Schwark, John Muehl John Meuer and especially Tom Cook (lead 
person) for the many non-compensated hours they have spent to improve North Lake.  When you see 
them, please give them a wave and a special thank you. 
 
 



  

Fireworks 
 
Everyone on the lake enjoyed the 4th of July Fireworks.  Bartolotta’s put on a magnificent show.  The 
supporting fireworks by individuals around the lake were also enjoyable, however, we must all be good 
citizens and not disrupt or cause damage to our neighbors.  Be conscious of boat covers and gasoline 
tanks under them.  Restrict your usage to reasonable times.  It was noted this year that a significant 
amount of fireworks debris washed up near shore the next morning and included a large amount of 
plastic which is harmful to the environment, animals and the lake.  Make sure when purchasing your 
fireworks that they are biodegradable.  We do not want to trash the lake.  A suggested check list for all 
to follow includes: 
 
 1. Use fireworks safely; 
 2. Only use fireworks at reasonable times; 
 3. Do not go to excess and trash the lake with debris; and 
 4. Purchase biodegradable fireworks without plastics. 
 
The most important thing the North Lake Management District wants is for all to have an enjoyable, 
safe holiday and to preserve our lake environment. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this important issue. 
 
Buffer Zones and Fertilizer 
 
Please consider establishing Buffer Zones (special plantings that filter the water before it goes into the 
lake) on the edge of your property along the lake.  The Buffer Zones have many benefits: 
 
 1. Stops debris from entering the lake. 
 2. Stops nutrients from entering the lake.  Nutrients cause algae and increase aquatic  
  plant growth. 
 3. Stops other pollutants from entering the lake. 
 
Additional data on Buffer Zones will be provided at the Annual Meeting on August 28, 2014 at7:00 p.m. 
at the Town of Merton Town Hall or can be obtained by e-mailing (wschaeffer@ludman.net)  
requesting data on Buffer Zones. 
 
Remember to only use fertilizers that are phosphorus free and do not fertilize within 20 feet of the 
ordinary high water mark on your property. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of these matters. 
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